Strategies for Commenting on Student Strengths
“[S]trive to identify and articulate what the student writer has done well before launching into a fix-it list” (Ferris 168).

Sentence stems for positive comments
Comments on strengths
· Since last time I noticed an improvement of…
· You have a strong grasp of…
· I enjoyed…
· (For the most part) I found…
Comments for independence nudge
· Your growth in _________ shows me you might be ready to…
Comments for struggling students
· I see you have made a good effort to…
· You are starting to grasp…

Own the comment by using “I”
Examples from Karagianni (113):
· “I think you should feel proud…”
· “I was really happy to see…”
Other sentence stems:
· I found…
· I feel…
· I believe…
· I noticed…
· I enjoyed…

Strength focus strategies
The following table shows examples comments in the highlight section beginning with a positive comment and following up with constructive criticism. The in text comments column give examples of embedded comments that provide evidence linked to the positive comment from the “Highlights” section. All the examples are inspired by strength focus strategies given by Mary Beth Hewitt.
	Strength Focus Strategy
	In “Highlights” section
	In text comments

	“Focus on what the student can do.” (Hewitt 26)
	It is when you talk about yourself, your experiences, and your beliefs, that your strong voice shines through. Though quoting, paraphrasing, and referencing do need to be a part of this assignment, try leaning more on your own analysis and explanation of the material, as these parts are your strongest and clearest.  
	Your description of your ontological stance (thesis) within the previous three sentences is beautiful. You very carefully showed how learning is related to love and why they are relevant to Nursing. 

	“Look for evidence of progress.” (Hewitt 26)
	Most issues with clarity have much improved in my opinion! The comments I have made about clarity are quite minor. I found your answers to the questions easy to read and understand.
	I enjoyed this sentence for the way you switched up the sentence structure rather than starting with the author’s name!


	“Positively reframe the area for improvement.” (Hewitt 26)
	You’ve done some excellent analysis where you introduce or explain evidence from your sources. You can further strengthen your analysis and argument by additionally tying the analysis to your thesis statement, once you clarify it.
	This is a good point to include here to further highlight your argument’s significance. However, to me it doesn’t quite capture a concluding feel. Do you think you could add to this sentence a re-emphasis of your argument?  

	“Look at the whole picture. It is as important to focus on factors that are present when the [error] does not occur as when it does.” (Hewitt 26)
	For the most part your APA citations and formatting are looking quite good! For the few issues that do arise, you can actually use your other citations as a model.
	Good analysis here to help you answer the second part of the question. It’s clear that you’ve shifted to your own voice away from paraphrasing other sources, which has been required by the questions so far. Clearly no citation is needed here!

	“Be aware of the labels that you use and the projections that you make.” (Hewitt 26)
	I really enjoyed the creative effort you put into making such interesting word choices. However, I sometimes found the word choices difficult to understand. If you are using a thesaurus, be sure to double-check the definition of the word you like to make sure it matches the sentence’s meaning. 
	This word choice really dresses up the sentence! But I feel like it doesn’t get your point across clearly.



Guideline changes
What if my coach’s feedback does not agree with my instructor’s evaluation?
· Write Site coaches do not provide assessment or evaluation on any aspect of your writing assignment. We provide feedback on your writing as writing experts outside the context of your course.
· Professional opinion on your writing may differ occasionally, but your instructor has the final word.
· To get the most out of writing coaching, consider the writing coach’s feedback alongside any feedback from your instructor. 
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