Handout for “Developing Multimodal Feedback for ESL Writers”, Online Writing Centers Association Conference, 2023. 

Glossary:
	ESL - - - - - - - - -
	English as a Second, or Secondary, Language. This abbreviation indicates that the person or language used being discussed is one in which the English language is not a first language and was learned later in life.

	L1 - - - - - - - - - -
	In reference to a person’s first language, that which was learned naturally from a very young age.

	L2 - - - - - - - - - -
	In reference to a person’s second language, or any language learned secondary to their L1. Usually acquired through instruction, or outside of the natural language environment in which an L1 is acquired.

	Monolingual - -
	To speak one language, or sometimes dialect, exclusively.

	Multilingual - - 
	To speak more than one language and/or dialect.

	Intersectional -
	For social categories, such as race, gender, nationality, etc., coexist, and thus co-affect, individuals and groups who belong to or are placed into multiple social categories. 

	Feedback - - - - 
	Input or response to specific material or stimuli. In this environment, this refers to the writing input and suggestions that writing center tutors provide in response to writing.



ESL Writing in the U.S.
· What does the history of L2 English writing tell us about the present and future of L2 English writing? 
· What knowledge of L2 writing should be kept in mind when considering ESL Writers separately from monolingual writers?
· How does your writing center teach tutors to interact with and tutor ESL writers?
· How much of this is by design or due to uncontested biases/judgements?
· Does this teaching reinforce any existing assumptions about ESL writers? 
· What intersecting identities do you see in L2 Writers?
Feedback in Our Writing Centers
· What forms and modalities does feedback take in your Writing Center?
· Are tutors encouraged to provide feedback in ways that are unconventional?
· How do you see tutors using verbal, written, visual and tactile feedback, both in-person and virtually? 
Defining and framing Multimodality
· What do you define multimodality as? Do you think the definition and use has changed much since the 1996 New London discussion on the term? 
· How do we contextualize multimodality in regard to L2 writers? Should we be contextualizing this as multiliteracy instead, as the New London Group does?
· Where do we see multimodality in our Writing Centers? Assignments? Appointment formats? Feedback? Resources?
· What benefit does multimodality provide to both tutors and writers? How do they change writing tutoring?
Moving Toward Multimodality
· What avenues do we see in developing comprehensive multimodality in our tutoring tools and approaches?
· How can we use multimodal feedback to provide more individualized writing guidance and resources to L2 English writers?
· How should this feedback deviate from resources that exist for L1 English writers?
· In what ways do multimodal tutor responses and feedback make writing more accessible and diverse?
Final Thoughts
· How do you plan to evaluate the tutoring feedback that ESL Writers receive in your writing center?
· In what ways can you improve the multimodality of feedback that is given in your writing center?
· How can we address previously unmet writing needs through multimodal feedback?
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