Interdependent Interventions: Exploring Co-Creative Practices for Online Writing Centers 
By Emma Catherine Perry and Christina Lee
Emma: Hello everyone and thank you for joining us in this roundtable as we discuss co-creative practices for online writers. I am Emma Perry, the assistant director of the UGA Writing Center, and I am joined by past and present consultants at the Writing Center: Christina Lee, Katy Dwyer, Megan Fontenot, and Genevieve Guzmán.
Christina: During this session, we will provide an overview of this roundtable topic, then the roundtable participants will all introduce themselves and their writing center experiences. We will then ask questions to the roundtable participants about their experiences with co-creative practices, and we will pose a few questions to the audience. Lastly, we will receive questions from the audience. Again, thank you for joining us today.
Emma: During this roundtable discussion, administrators and consultants from the University of Georgia (UGA) Writing Center will share their experiences using co-creative practices in online interactions with student writers. Addressing one-with-one conference, workshop, and writing group situations, roundtable participants will reflect on the successes and challenges of implementing techniques that distribute agency and share responsibility for the furtherance of a writing project. We will discuss these practices in the context of the “differentiated manifestations of interdependency” (Roets et al 2020) that our student writers present in their visits to the UGA Writing Center. Roundtable discussants will address their experiences working with both undergraduate and graduate writers, emphasizing their work with graduate student writers in particular. While our consultants may use similar techniques when engaging with writers at the undergraduate and graduate levels, our experiences working with graduate students provide a compelling example of how interdependence underpins and invigorates the writing reality for students at UGA.
Christina: As writing center scholars have noted, there is a significant dearth of writing instruction and support for graduate students (Brooks-Gillies et. al. 2020) due to the pervasive assumption that graduate students “have already learned to write at the level expected and may accordingly receive little instruction or guidance” (Lawrence and Zawacki 10).
The UGA Writing Center, like many grad-serving WCs, has become an important resource for graduate-level writers who seek support for high-stakes and highly specialized writing tasks. During the 2020-2021 school year, 60% of graduate students who made an online appointment with the UGA Writing Center scheduled multiple appointments. 16% scheduled more than ten. These writers develop their projects in collaboration with our consultants over time. This suggests that there are robust and varied interdependencies within these consulting and collaborating efforts. Rather than internalize a sense of academic unreadiness when faced with challenging writing situations, our high-frequency visitors take decisive action to build a system of support.
Emma: Our roundtable presentation attends to the complexities of writerly interdependence and the impact this attention has had on our practice. Discussants will reflect on their methods for leveraging strategies like scribing, dialogic brainstorming, or direct correction that transgress the purely non-directive mode of writing tutoring in favor of a flexible approach. This approach adjusts and individuates according to the needs of each student writer and does not depend on the hierarchy of concerns that would, for example, demote sentence-level intervention below organization (Cox 2018).
Christina: Roundtable participants will go on to evaluate these co-creative practices and their attempts not to produce what Andrea Lunsford has described as “the kind of homogeneity that squelches diversity, that waters down ideas to the lowest common denominator, that erases rather than values difference” (7). Our roundtable discussion will center on the way the independent/dependent dichotomy is troubled not only by our students’ clearly-expressed agency in seeking support and building the scaffolding they need to achieve their writing goals, but also by our consultants’ engagement practices across a range of online interactions.
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Questions for roundtable participants: 
1. What is your experience working with graduate students in online appointments? 
2. What kinds of writing do they bring in, and what kinds of support have they asked you for? Is this similar to or different from the work you do with undergraduate writers?
3. What kinds of co-creative techniques have you used with writers? Which ones seemed particularly effective and why? Were there any co-creative techniques that were not effective? How could you tell, and what would you do differently?
4. What are the risks of using these co-creative practices with student writers? What are the benefits of using these co-creative practices? How are the risks or benefits of these practices different between graduate and undergraduate students?
5. How does your experience working with student writers online lend itself to the conference theme of interdependence?
6. What has your experience been with using co-creative or co-writing techniques in your centers? 
7. Have you noticed similar patterns of high numbers of return appointments among graduate students seeking long term developmental support for writing projects in your centers?
